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scathing terms: the abolition of property, the family, the
state, the laws, the army, the cities and the churches. Then
he sat down well-satisfied with his contribution.
When the file was complete with all these disturbing de-
tails, General Count Orlov submitted it to Nicholas I. Read-
ing these documents the emperor must have thought of the
Decembrists whom he had to exterminate on the very day of
his accession to the throne. He had hanged or deported the
ringleaders of that rebellion, and now their descendants
suddenly loomed before him. He must decidedly put an end
to this poisonous infection of occidental ideas! Fearing a
recurrence of the riots of 1825 he exaggerated the impor-
tance of the conspiracy and resolved to give the culprits an
exemplary punishment. He wrote on the margin of the re-
port, "I have read everything, this is a serious affair. Even if
all of it were only chatter, it is nevertheless criminal and
intolerable. They must be arrested, as you recommend. Go
to it, in the name of God, and let His will be done."
Orlov acted accordingly. On April 22, 1849, Major
Chudinov of the gendarmes received the order to "arrest at
4 A.M. Feodor Mikhailovich Dostoevsky, retired engineer
and writer."
April 22 was a Friday. Feodor Mikhailovich had gone to
see Petrashevsky where a plan for publishing a newspaper
was discussed. He returned home at four in the morning,
tired and drenched by the cold rain, undressed, went to bed
and soon fell asleep. An hour later he was awakened by voices
and the clank of sabers. Before his blurred eyes was a lighted
lamp. The police superintendent of his district, a lieutenant-
colonel with well-set epaulettes, stood over him, and a sol-
dier.
"Get up. ... By order. . . ."